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Communication matters for economists 

1

Bridging a training gap 

To be successful on the academic job 

market, graduate students must 

convincingly argue that their work 

makes a contribution to the field; yet, 

few students are taught how to do this.  

Our specialized workshops train young 

researchers in the craft of writing and 

presenting to convince. Participants 

learn to develop strong arguments and 

use those arguments to restructure and 

rewrite key sections of a paper or 

presentation.  

2

Same ideas, better 

Presentation 

Our workshops help researchers 

package their ideas for greater 

accessibility and impact.  Participants 

can see immediate improvements as 

well as future benefits as, during each 

session, they 
 

• Improve papers or presentations of 

their own. 

• Learn how to produce better papers 

and presentations in the future. 
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Better research 

The course teaches researchers to reap 

the richest analytical insights from their 

work using simple, logical techniques.  

Thus, they learn to use the writing 

process not only to communicate 

arguments effectively but also to refine 

the underlying analysis.  Participants 

learn to think more carefully about 

their work and plan better for 

conversations with advisors and 

experts. In this way, our workshops 

help students produce better research 

papers. 

 
“People going on the job market can’t afford not to take this class.” 

 –Student, 2013  
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Presenting Research 

This 2-day course trains students to 

present their work convincingly to a 

broad audience of experts. Students 

learn what they do well and how to use 

their natural strengths to do better. 

During the course, students first learn 

techniques for creating compelling 

presentations, including clear slides, 

good delivery, and careful audience 

management. Then, they get a chance 

to present their research in a 

challenging 15-minute format. In this 

format, they learn how to effectively 

answer technical questions about their 

research, as well as big picture 

questions about its place in the field. 

Following the presentation, students 

receive a video of their talk along with 

personal plan of action for future 

improvement.  
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Intro to Research 

Writing  

This 2-day course helps graduate 

students make the transition from 

classwork to professional research 

writing.  Students in years 3 and 4 can 

get a head start by adopting an efficient 

writing process that yields clearer 

insights—right from the beginning.  

 

The course trains students to manage 

their writing time and select valuable 

projects. Thus, students learn how to 

plan their writing around a central 

argument and set up the structure of a 

paper quickly. Alternating between 

lecture, individual reflection, and 

structured group work, the course 

trains students to leverage their 

strengths while using resources such as 

feedback and criticism efficiently.  

Multiple rounds of feedback from the 

instructor help them selecting the most 

logical argument to showcase their 

work.   
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Job Market Writing 

This 5-day summer course helps 

students prepare a paper for the job 

market. To help students improve their 

papers in just one week, the course 

uses an iterative process of instruction, 

peer feedback, individual reflection, 

and targeted revision of key sections.  

The course is structured as a series of 

instructional modules that build 

throughout the week.  First, students 

construct the overall argument that 

best showcases their findings using our 

specially designed RAP method.  Next, 

they learn how to support the 

argument using sections, paragraphs, 

and sentences.   Finally, they practice 

presenting their ideas clearly and 

concisely to an audience of peers. The 

course has been useful to a wide range 

of students: those well on track for the 

job market have used it to greatly 

improve their job market papers and 

those having trouble have identified a 

clear path to completion. 

 

Courses in 2014-2015 
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Where the course has been 

taught: 

Columbia University: 2012, 2013 
Duke University: 2013 
Johns Hopkins University: 2012, 2013 
Princeton University: 2013 
University of California, Berkeley: 2013 
University of Maryland: 2012 
 
Average Course Quality: 4.8/5 
Median Course Quality: 5/5 
Over 90% of students say the course should be 
offered again at their school 
 
 
 
Who teaches the course?  
 

The course is designed and taught by Varanya 

Chaubey.  Varanya has worked as a writing 

consultant to researchers in economics from 20 

academic institutions, including Berkeley, LSE, 

Princeton, Stanford, and Yale. She has taught 

professional writing courses at the World Bank 

and the IMF.  

 

Varanya has a B.A. in economics from 

Princeton and an M.A. in economics from UC 

Berkeley.  

 

 

To schedule a course 

If you are ready to schedule a course, you may 

contact us at info@econscribe.com. 

 

What are the Benefits? 

 

Using feedback  

Although graduate students regularly receive feedback, they do 
not always find it easy to accept and use it.  Our courses train 
young economists to accept and use critical inputs efficiently.  
Students participate in several structured exercises that involve 
receiving both positive and negative feedback and using it to 
improve their work.  

 

Our courses are beneficial not only to the students who take them, but also to 

their faculty advisors and peers. In fact, as our students learn how to communicate 

their work so that it is accessible to a broader audience, the benefits are far-

reaching. 

 

Faculty save time. We save faculty the time spent reading and helping to 

improve incoherent drafts. After the workshop, students present advisors with 

clearer, more coherent drafts that allow for better conversations and faster 

improvement. Students also learn how to accept critical feedback and use valuable 

faculty inputs more efficiently.   

 

Students improve their career trajectory. We help students 

showcase their research effectively—learning this skill can improve a young 

researcher’s career trajectory, beginning with better placements.  We teach 

students to identify and articulate their contribution concisely, and by doing so lay 

the foundation for interviews and job talks.  Students who have taken the course 

have won departmental prizes for their work and gone on to receive job offers 

from top departments. 

 

Better research, overall. We offer students communication tools that 

also help them think about and improve the underlying research.  During the 

course, it is common for students to make discoveries about their own work that 

result in a stronger paper.  

 
 
 

3 



 EconScribe Courses 

Job Market Writing: Sample Syllabus 
  
Class size is 10-12 students. 
Class meets 10 a.m.-1 p.m. M-F for one week. 
 
Planning the Introduction 

• Planning the overall argument using the RAP method 
• Rewriting the introduction and abstract to make the argument 

o Including effective context 
o Clarifying the contribution  
o Introducing theoretical/empirical details 

 
Organizing Sections Effectively 

• Using sections to support the argument 
o Identifying and linking main points to the overall argument 
o Creating logical transitions between sections  

• Preparing for presentations 
 
Drafting Good Paragraphs 

• Using paragraphs to make points 
o Writing topic sentences that carry the argument 
o Developing logical connections within and between paragraphs 

 
Revising Sentences 

• Writing short, clear sentences  
• Tips on punctuation  

 
 
 
Individual consultations & Writing Lab 
 

• Each student has a consultation with the instructor  
• Structured writing time to help students make fast progress 
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Thinking 
 
 

• Your writing workshop is more than writing. It has reshaped the way I think about my research, organize ideas, and 
market my contributions to the literature. 
 
 

• Although I felt the course allowed me to significantly improve the writing of my paper, the biggest contribution was 
actually how the course forced me to rethink the underlying logic and argument presented. By "building up" from an 
outline, I was able to see where there were logical gaps in my paper, and therefore where additional analyses or some 
rearrangement could help drive the argument home for the reader...Needless to say, the paper is much improved as a 
result. 
 
 

• Trying to transmit my message in a more organized way helped me to change some targets of my model. Consequently, 
I think that my contribution will now be more clear and potentially stronger. 
 
 

• At first I thought [my paper] was just a paper about X, but the topic may only get people in the field excited. Through 
revising the introduction part almost every day, I’m thinking that the paper fits into discussion of a more fundamental 
problem, ownership structure and performance. The writing helps me get to this deeper level as it let me think about how 
readers will take the paper and better understand the problem. 

 
 

• …That graph completely drives home my argument, and I only thought to make it because of the work we did together! 
 
 

• Since I started the course with a work in progress with many research questions in mind, the course helped me greatly in 
thinking hard to narrow down the main point. As a result, I made modifications to my estimation strategy and had to re-
estimate and rewrite many parts of the paper.  
 

 

Student Comments: 2012 & 2013 
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Discovering & Learning 
 
 

• The workshop also clarified the main contribution of my paper to me. I had not really realized that I had 2 contributions 
and therefore tried to push them simultaneously. The course helped me to prioritize one contribution over other and 
structure the paper correspondingly. 
 

• What I learned about my work was that I had a test between two theoretical papers that I was not really aware of. That 
really helped me organize my "theoretical interpretation" section, and I believe now I have a much more interesting paper 
than before.  
 

• General audience accessibility, in particular, was something I hadn't considered before, for two reasons: First, I spend most 
of my time reading specialized field journals. For some reason, I assumed that that's how to write a job market paper. 
Second, I present my work about 4 times a year to a very specialized audience in my lunch group, in which we are actively 
discouraged from introducing material accessibly ("skip to the model!"). The writing class taught me that I was terrible at 
motivating and introducing my ideas to a general-interest audience and gave me a set of tools to fix this problem.  

 
• I realized that in my model, I develop both static and dynamic predictions, but in the empirical section, I jump straight to 

testing the dynamic predictions without first making it clear that the static predictions hold. This led me to come up with a 
new analysis to run to demonstrate visually that the key static prediction of was supported by the data.  
 

• My paper was about explaining how X could affect Y…Now I propose a different view. I argue that Y calibrates X in order 
to manage liquidity and enjoy higher revenues. 

 
• The class led me to position my paper in an entirely different manner.  Prior to this class, I claimed that my paper was 

"about" X...Because my paper used to be "about" X, I felt I had to describe the whole system in the introduction.  Now 
the introduction tells you what my paper does: augments prior theory with a natural extension, and then tests the theory 
by exploiting variation induced by X.  
 

• While I've had quite a lot of formal writing training in the past, I realized that having good generic expository writing skills 
are not a sufficient condition for having good economic writing skills.  

 
 

 
 

 

Student Comments: 2012 & 2013 
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Improving and Achieving 
 

• I now see my paper as a complete work that makes a single, unified argument, rather than several analyses glued together. 
In other words, I think I now have a job market paper! 
 

• These are the big picture improvements I made to the paper in the past week: 
o Rephrased the sets of findings to one main clear and interesting research question 
o Integrated the research question, findings and contributions into the abstract, and positioned the paper early in the 

introduction 
o Shortened and rewrote paragraphs in the introduction section to enhance the connection within paragraph and 

between paragraphs 
o Threw out the irrelevant sections and planned an outline to focus on the main question 

 
• I think the biggest achievement is not just about this paper; it is that I know what a good paper is and what is the direction 

to go to write a good paper. 
 

• I removed the Literature Review section.  In fact, my best improvement is that the paper went from 10 sections to 6 
sections. 
 

• I think my introduction has drastically improved in three ways. First, it has now become clearer, laying down the context 
in a more concise way. Second, the use of the effective topic sentences helps readers skim my introduction and get the big 
picture quickly. Third, it has now been better planned so it keeps only relevant stuff. 
 

• The paper makes so much more sense now, and I can't wait to show my advisers.  I don't think I would have figured out 
this positioning without Varanya leading me there; instead I would have continued to fumble around with the idea that it 
was "about" B.  I really encourage you to make this opportunity available to future classes. 

 
• You can see the difference right away…As you can see from the introductions of the papers attached, they sound like 

different papers when I emphasized the new stuff in my research rather than just described what others did and what I did. 
 

 
 

Student Comments: 2012 & 2013 
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Looking Back 
 
 

 
• This course changed my life. Thank you! 

 
• One year later, I still have the class workbook sitting on my desk as I write my job market paper.  It is the most precious 

resource I received in graduate school.  
 

• I found several strengths of the workshop that could save a PhD student's life. First, The RAP framework is such a useful tool to 
put everything together in an introduction. With the framework in mind, it becomes so easy to start to write a 
paper…Finally, I love the one-to-one consulting, which was a great opportunity to learn specifically how to rewrite the 
introduction to make meaningful everything in my paper.  

 
• Not only did your class really help to improve my paper, but it also really improved my motivation (which was flagging) 

and clarity of purpose for continuing to revise and improve it. Previously I was just feeling like any improvements I was 
making were marginal, but now I feel like I can make some very targeted changes and see big returns.  

 
• I am truly grateful to everyone involved in making this series of classes possible!  Before the class began, I was somewhat 

skeptical that the time the course would require us to invest would be adequately repaid.  However, the time I spent in the 
course was one of the most productive investments I've made this semester. 

 
• Overall the course was excellent. I used to go every week to the writing center, to polish the writing but this course--it’s a 

different product. It did a great contribution for my production. 
 

• I would first like to say that I greatly enjoyed this class and I believe that it should become a required course for students 
between either the third and fourth or fourth and fifth years.   

 
• The week was extremely challenging. But thanks to Varanya's energy and encouragement, it was also the most fun course I 

have taken in graduate school. 
 

 
 

 
 

Student Comments: 2012 & 2013 
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Other Resources 

 

• The Book. Coming soon, a textbook for research writers in economics.  The textbook will build on our course 
principles, offer examples from the literature, and provide templates to help you test-drive new techniques. 
 

• Project support. Our writing consultants work with individuals or teams of researchers to improve papers and 
presentations.  We help change language that isn’t working, fix logical breaks, and even address deeper issues like 
the clarity and structure of an argument. Go to www.econscribe.com/support. 

 
•  Webinars and hangouts. Every so often, we host online writing hangouts to help groups of 2-5 researchers 

improve their work. Webinars and hangouts usually have a theme—such as abstracts, introductions, paragraphs, 
sentence style, tables and graphs—allowing participants to pick up tips and apply them right away.  Participants 
get immediate feedback on their own writing from the instructor and peers.  We’re happy to work with groups of 
your choice or assign you to a group.  Check our website for schedules or send us an email if you would like to set 
up a session with your coauthors or peers. 

 
• Quick tips online. We have started compiling a set of quick tips on our website.  Researchers can browse 

through these tips at their desk for a quick dose of inspiration. Go to www.econscribe.com/resources. 

 

For more information, contact Alex Knott, Business Manager at info@econscribe.com. 
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